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MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY PROGRAM

CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION

A one to three mile section of primary or secondary highway will be eligible for adoption. Litter
pickup will be done on both sides of the roadway four times a year, more often if necessary.

Any local community organization, such as civic, social or school groups, will be eligible to adopt
highways, as will any family with a participant of at least 18 years of age. All Groups and
Participants must have approved agreements on file with the local SHA resident engineer before
participation.

The SHA District Engineer or an appointed representative will select eligible sections.

The term “Group” means the organization or family that has volunteered to participate in the Adopt-
A-Highway program. The term “Group Leader” means the person that is responsible for the groups
safety training, completing litter pickups and forwarding information to SHA contact person,
completing Group and Participant Agreements and forwarding information to SHA contact person.
The term “Participant” means any individual member of a Group who takes part or who attempts to
take part in a Group's litter pickup.

Prior to participation, it is the Group Team Leader’s responsibility to ensure that each Participant
reviews, signs and submits a Participant’s Agreement to the State Highway Administration to verify
that all requirements and safety.conditions are understood and followed.

Viewing the safety video or attending a qualified safety presentation is an absolute must for every
Participant before going out on the road.

Groups with members under 18 years of age must be supervised by adults (18 years or older).
The minimum age for participation is 12. Anyone under 18 years of age must have parental or
guardian consent.

There must be at least one adult for every five Participants between the ages of 12 and 17.

Groups must hold meetings at least twice a year to review safety and other guidelines. The Group
Leader will then conduct the necessary safety meetings with each Group Participant at their
convenience. No Participant may be involved in a litter pickup unless he/she has attended at least
one such meeting a year and has submitted the Participant’s Agreement to the SHA. The Group
leader is responsible to ensure that litter pickups are performed only by those Group members who
have viewed the safety training video and have submitted the Participant's Agreement to the SHA.

After each pickup, adopting Groups will file reports detailing the names of the persons involved,
number of bags of litter picked up, hours spent, efc. Either pre-printed forms will be furnished by
SHA for making the reports or the group may call the information into the local SHA Office.
Records on the program will be kept by the local SHA office. The Maintenance Division will serve
as the clearinghouse of the information for interested groups/media inquiries.






